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Theory of '"Zhang Chang Drew Eyebrows''''three SINS"

WU lJie

Abstract: The literary allusion "Zhang Chang Drew Eyebrows" reflects the social form specific to the
Han Dynasty: the basic gist of political culture which takes Confucianism as the core in the Han Dynasty is
to maintain the feudal hierarchy that regards "Three Cardinal Guides" as the guiding ideology with the
ultimate goal of building a harmonious orderly hierarchical society through either "Virtue" or "The Rule of
Law". That can explain why Zhang Chang received so much criticism, and suffered a negative impact on his
political career. The paper lists Zhang Chang’s faults which were considered to be sins in the Han Dynasty,
and attempts to discuss the moral construction and the legal status of the Han Dynasty.

Key words: Confucianism; moral; ethics; "Three Cardinal Guides"; law
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